Intro
With each step forward, technological progress makes environmental protection easier and more efficient. While industrial production inevitably generates wastes, advances in processing techniques help minimize and manage their environmental impacts. The discovery and diffusion of new best practices and environmental technologies are helping to "green" industrial development worldwide. By unlocking the secrets of science, environmentalists and engineers are helping to find cost-effective solutions for sustainable development.

Green Chemistry
The Environmental Protection Agency's Green Chemistry Program supports research, development and implementation of innovative chemical technologies that prevent pollution in a scientifically sound and cost-effective manner. 

The Green Chemistry Program focuses on all aspects of chemical processes. It supports research and a variety of educational activities, initiatives, conferences and meetings through partnerships with academia, industry and the broader scientific community. The Presidential Green Chemistry Challenge Award program recognizes superior achievements in the design of chemical products and processes. Award-winning technologies alone are responsible for eliminating the use or generation of more than 38 million pounds and 2.6 million gallons of hazardous chemicals and solvents including CFCs, VOCs, PBTs and other highly corrosive and toxic chemicals. These technologies also have saved more than 275 million gallons of water from a broad range of industrial processes. 

Unleaded Fuel
Lead, a heavy metal commonly found in gasoline, causes serious physical and mental health problems, especially in children. The United States successfully eliminated lead from its own gasoline in 1996, and it is now actively working with other countries to make the transition to unleaded fuels.

The United States Agency for International Development and the Environmental Protection Agency have collaborated with the US-Asia Environmental Partnership to produce an Implementer's Guide to Phasing Out Lead in Gasoline. The guide provides national and local policymakers with information and strategies to assess the costs and benefits of eliminating lead. These agencies have sponsored a series of technical assistance workshops in the Philippines, Vietnam and Senegal, as well as in Indonesia, which has begun to phase out lead in accordance with the handbook.

